EVENING PRAYER
Saturday, December 18, 2021
5:00 p.m.
PRELUDE
(Please stand at the sound of the bell)

GATHERING

(soloist chants Psalm 130)

L 5I wait for you, O Lord; my soul waits;
in your word is my hope.
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning,
more than those who keep watch for the morning.
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L 7O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is steadfast love;
with the Lord there is plenteous redemption.
For the Lord shall redeem Israel
from all their sins.
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(sing twice)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
a And also with you.
P Let us pray.
O Lord God, you know the many signs and wonders you use to communicate your love to us.
You want us to know about your unfailing commitment to bring us back to life. As we gather
under this wreath remind us that as the light grows so does your love grown in our midst. We
pray this in Jesus’ name and in all the holy names of God,
a Amen.
(Please be seated)

WORD
FIRST READING
Tonight’s narrative reading is from the book of Micah:
2

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
2

Micah 5:2-5a

whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
3
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.
4
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
5
and he shall be the one of peace.
Word of God. Word of life.
a Thanks be to God.
(Please stand)
ALLELUIA VERSE

GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
a Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 1:39-55

39

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary's
greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and
exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For
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as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by
the Lord."
46
And Mary said,
"My soul magnifies the Lord,
47
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
50
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
51
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
52
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
53
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
54
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
55
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever."
The Gospel of the Lord.
a Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
4

(Please stand)
HYMN OF THE DAY
“My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness”

Hymn 251

HOLY BAPTISM
P Aubrey Vanessa Green - daughter of Vanessa Oseguera and Steven Green
Godparents: Fabiola Oseguera and Cortland McIntosh
PRESENTATION AND PROMISES
Aubrey Vanessa Green is presented as a candidate for Holy Baptism.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the Church.
Do you renounce evil and all the forces that defy God?
a I renounce them.
P Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
a I renounce them.
P Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
a I renounce them.
P Do you believe in God the Father?
a I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
a I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
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On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
BAPTISM
P Aubrey Vanessa, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
All are invited to join in singing (masked):

PRAYER FOR THE SPIRIT, ANOINTING & SIGNING WITH THE CROSS, AND GIVING OF THE LIGHT
WELCOME
A Let us welcome the newly baptized.
a We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: Join us in giving
thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world.
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(Please stand)
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A As we wait and watch, let us pray for the church the world and all God’s creation.
(We offer our prayers using a sung response)
Each petition conludes:

P Into your hands gracious God we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your promise
to hear our prayers.
a Amen.
PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
a And also with you.
(Please be seated)
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MEAL
MUSICAL REFLECTION
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

Allan Robert Petker

(Please stand)
GREAT THANKSGIVING
P The Lord be with you.
a And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
a We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
a It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P Faithful and hidden Lord, when your people were in exile . . .
. . . Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever,
a Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
“Unexpected and Mysterious”

Calvin Hampton

(Please stand)
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
A Let us pray.
Most High God,
you have come among us at this table.
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word,
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
a Amen.
BENEDICTION
P The God of hope
fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
so that we may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
a Amen.

9

SENDING
EVENING HYMN
“Now the Heavens Start to Whisper”
The text of this hymn by Mary Louise Bringle which included in All Creation Sings, the ELCA’s new worship
supplement, serves as the theme for our Advent worship.
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SENDING
DISMISSAL
A Go in peace, serve the Lord.
a Thanks be to God.
MUSICAL MEDITATION

PREACHING Pastor Melissa Pohlman
ASSISTING Ann Oyen
READING Deborah Bauknight
ORGANIST Isaac Drewes
SOLOIST David Gindra
HEALING PRAYERS Janet Hagberg, Georgia Becker
VIDEO/SOUND Mark Kieffer
SACRISTANS, USHER & HOSPITALITY MINISTRY TEAM
Thanks to all who are serving

Portions of the liturgy are from SundaysandSeasons.com
© 2021 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress liturgies license #26515.
Prayer of the Day © 2021 Central Lutheran Church

Chancel flowers this weekend are given by Miriam Haines and family in loving memory of
Don Haines. If you wish to donate flowers, contact Judy Korogi at 612-788-1288.
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