HOLY
COMMUNION

The Fourth Sunday of Easter

Sunday, May 8, 2022
10:30 a.m. Eucharist

Exploring the promise of God for all

The hymn tune, St. Columba,
is associated with
a paraphrase of Psalm 23,
the psalm appointed for today,
which we hear sung
at the offering and communion.

PRELUDE
Prelude on “St. Columba”
		

Healey Willan

GATHERING
(Please stand at the sound of the bell)
OPENING HYMN
“That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright”

Hymn 384

Stanza 1-unison; 2-harmony;
3-in canon, higher voices begin; lower voices enter one measure later,
4-unison.

The Holy Spirit gathers us
in unity on this
first day of the week.

GREETING
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Lord, who is our good shepherd, in the midst of this wonderfully
messy life, guide us along right pathways and as we stumble and
bumble along hold your promise to never let us go. For in the
midst of all that would bring us down, stretch us out and pull us
in all directions, may we hear the call to life, to get up and serve
as Dorcas who was “devoted to good works and acts of charity’
for the most vulnerable in our midst, may we do the same as we
live into resurrection hope. Lord, as you keep calling us to make a
difference in the world.
Amen.
(Please be seated)
		

WORD

CHILDREN’S TIME

God speaks to us
in scripture
reading, preaching,
and song.

READING
Acts 9:36-43
36
Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha,
which in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts
of charity. 37At that time she became ill and died. When they had
washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38Since Lydda was
near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two
men to him with the request, “Please come to us without delay.”
39
So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they
took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him,
weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had
3

made while she was with them. 40Peter put all of them outside,
and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and
said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing
Peter, she sat up. 41He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then
calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42This
became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.
Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon,
a tanner.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
(Please stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
All sing:

Choir: Christ, being raised from the dead will die no more;
		
death has no more dominion over him.
All:

Repeat Alleluia

Choir: Jesus says, I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my
		
own know me.
All:

Repeat Alleluia

GOSPEL		
The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

John 10:22-30

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem.
It was winter, 23and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico
of Solomon. 24So the religious authorities gathered around him and
said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the
Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25Jesus answered, “I have told you, and
you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify
to me; 26but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my
sheep. 27My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow
me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one
will snatch them out of my hand. 29What my Father has given me
is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s
hand. 30The Father and I are one.”
22
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
(Please be seated)
SERMON
(Please stand)
In her hymn text (which she titles
“Christus Paradox”) Sylvia
Dunstan reflects for us some of
the rich variety of Christological
titles, metaphors and descriptions
that are found in the scriptures.
Much of the text focuses on the two
natures of Christ – simultaneously
God and fully human,
the second person of the Trinity
as well as Jesus of Nazareth,
Son of Mary. Additionally, she
highlights the doctrine of the three
states of Christ (Philippians 2) –
one who has always existed, the
same one who became incarnate –
suffered, died and was buried –
and still the same one
who is risen and reigns forever.
The text began its life as a
choral anthem and is now included
in “All Creation Sings,” our new
ELCA worship supplement.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“Christus Paradox”
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APOSTLES’ CREED
Together we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
		 creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
		 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
		 born of the virgin Mary,
		 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
		 he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
		 he ascended into heaven,
		 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
		 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
		 the holy catholic church,
		 the communion of saints,
		 the forgiveness of sins,
		 the resurrection of the body,
		 and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Freed from the tomb, we pray to the God of resurrection for the
church, for people in need, and for all of creation.
Each petition concludes:
Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.
In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers and renew us
by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.
(Please be seated)

MEAL

MUSICAL OFFERING
“The Lord Is My Shepherd”
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Thomas Matthews

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures;
He leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul:
He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:
Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me, they comfort me, they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:
Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:
and I will dwell, I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever, forever.

(Please stand)
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
God feeds us
with the presence
of Jesus Christ.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ...
... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

The eucharistic prayer continues:

Blessed are you, O God of the universe ...

….O God, blessed and Holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
		 hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
		 your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
		 as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
		 and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
(Please be seated)

COMMUNION
“God Is My Shepherd”

Antonín Dvořák

(Please stand)

God blesses and
sends us in mission
to the world.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER					
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, generous God,
for in this bread and cup
we have tasted the new heaven and earth
where hunger and thirst are no more.
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

SENDING
BENEDICTION
God, the Author of life,
Christ, the living Cornerstone,
and the life-giving Spirit of adoption,
+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN
“Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing”

Hymn 544

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
Postlude on “Praise the Lord, Rise up Rejoicing”

Isaac Drewes
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